
Crosswalk of Herbaceous Wetland Ecological Systems, Hydrogeomorphic Classification System, and Cowardin Classification System

Ecological System
Hydrogeomorphic 

Class

Cowardin System and 

Class 
Cowardin Water Regime

Western Great Plains Closed Depressional 

Wetland
depressional palustrine emergent

temporarily flooded, seasonally 

flooded, semi-permanently flooded, 

intermittently exposed

Western Great Plains Open Freshwater 

Depression Wetland
depressional palustrine emergent

temporarily flooded, seasonally 

flooded, semi-permanently flooded, 

intermittently exposed

Great Plains Prairie Pothole depressional palustrine emergent

temporarily flooded, seasonally 

flooded, semi-permanently flooded, 

intermittently exposed

Western Great Plains Saline Depression 

Wetland
depressional palustrine emergent

temporarily flooded, seasonally 

flooded, semi-permanently flooded, 

intermittently exposed

depressional

lacustrine fringe

riverine

depressional

slope

depressional palustrine emergent

slope palustrine scrub-shrub

Emergent Marsh

Rocky Mountain Alpine-Montane Wet 

Meadow

Rocky Mountain Subalpine-Montane Fen

palustrine emergent
semi-permanently flooded, 

intermittently exposed

palustrine emergent

saturated

temporarily flooded, seasonally 

flooded


