Introduction to Structured Survey Summary

The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) records information on the locations where more than 80
different types of well-defined repeatable survey protocols capable of detecting an animal species or suite of
animal species have been conducted by state, federal, tribal, university, or private consulting biologists.
Examples of structured survey protocols tracked by MTNHP include: visual encounter and dip net surveys for
pond breeding amphibians, point counts for birds, call playback surveys for selected bird species, visual surveys
of migrating raptors, kick net stream reach surveys for macroinvertebrates, visual encounter cover object
surveys for terrestrial mollusks, bat acoustic or mist net surveys, pitfall and/or snap trap surveys for small
terrestrial mammals, track or camera trap surveys for large mammals, and trap surveys for turtles. Whenever
possible, photographs of survey locations are stored in MTNHP databases.

MTNHP does not typically manage information on structured surveys for plants; surveys for invasive species
may be a future exception.

Within the report area you have requested, structured surveys are summarized by the number of each type of
structured survey protocol that has been conducted, the number of species detections/observations resulting
from these surveys, and the most recent year a survey has been conducted






