
Introduction to Land Management Summary  
Within the report area you have requested, land management information is summarized by acres of federal, 

state, and local government lands, tribal reservation boundaries, private conservation lands, and federal, state, 

local, and private conservation easements.  Within the ownership categories, many kinds of designations (e.g., 

National Forests, Wilderness Areas, State Parks, and Wildlife Management Areas) are also summarized.   

 

Because information on land stewardship is critical to effective land management, the Montana Natural 

Heritage Program (MTNHP) began compiling ownership and management data in 1997.  The goal of the 

Montana Land Management Database is to manage a single, statewide digital data set that incorporates 

information from both public and private entities. The database assembles information on public lands, private 

conservation lands, and conservation easements held by state and federal agencies and land trusts on a regular 

basis.  Since 2011, the Information Management group in the Montana State Library’s Digital Library Division 

has taken an increasingly active role in managing layers of the Montana Land Management Database in 

partnership with the MTNHP. 

 

Public and private conservation land polygons are attributed with the name of the entity that owns it. The data 

are derived from the statewide Montana Cadastral Parcel layer.  Conservation easement data shows land parcels 

on which a public agency or qualified land trust has placed a conservation easement in cooperation with the 

land owner.  The dataset contains no information about ownership or status of the mineral estate.  For questions 

about the dataset or to report errors, please contact the Montana Natural Heritage Program at (406) 444-5354 or 

mtnhp@mt.gov.  You can download various components of the Land Management Database and view 

associated metadata at the Montana State Library’s GIS Data List at the following links: 

 

Public Lands 

Conservation Easements 

Private Conservation Lands 

Managed Areas 

 

Map features in the Montana Land Management Database or summaries provided in this report are not 

intended as a legal depiction of public or private surface land ownership boundaries and should not be 

used in place of a survey conducted by a licensed land surveyor.  Similarly, map features do not imply 

public access to any lands.  The Montana Natural Heritage Program makes no representations or 

warranties whatsoever with respect to the accuracy or completeness of this data and assumes no 

responsibility for the suitability of the data for a particular purpose.  The Montana Natural Heritage 

Program will not be liable for any damages incurred as a result of errors displayed here.  Consumers of 

this information should review or consult the primary data and information sources to ascertain the 

viability of the information for their purposes. 


