Introduction to Environmental Summary Report

The environmental summary report for the area you have requested consists of introductory and related
materials in this PDF and an Excel workbook with worksheets summarizing information managed in the
Montana Natural Heritage Program’s (MTNHP) databases for: (1) documented species; (2) species potentially
present based on their range, presence of associated habitats, or predictive distribution model output if
available; (3) structured surveys following a protocol capable of detecting one or more species; (4) land cover
mapped as ecological systems; (5) wetland and riparian mapping; (6) land management categories; and (7)
biological reports associated with plant and animal observations. In order to do this in a consistent manner
across Montana and allow for rapid delivery of summaries, we have intersected this information with a uniform
grid of hexagons that are each 1 square mile in area and approximately 1 kilometer in length on each side.
Summary information for each data layer is then stored with each hexagon and those summaries are added up to
an overall summary for the report area you have requested. Users should be aware that summaries do not
correspond to the exact boundaries of the polygon they have specified, but instead are a summary across all
hexagons intersected by the polygon they specified as illustrated by the yellow requested report area and
hexagon boundaries shown in the image below.
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In presenting this information, the MTNHP is working towards assisting the user with rapidly assessing the
known or potential species and biological communities, land management categories, and biological reports
associated with the report area. We remind users that this information is likely incomplete and may be
inaccurate as surveys to document species are lacking in many areas of the state, species’ range polygons often
include regions of unsuitable habitat, methods of predicting the presence of species or communities are
constantly improving, and information is constantly being added and updated in our databases. Field
verification by professional biologists of the absence or presence of species and biological communities in
a report area will always be an important obligation of users of our data. Users are encouraged to only
use this environmental summary report as a starting point for more in depth analyses and are
encouraged to contact state, federal, and tribal resource management agencies for additional data or
management guidelines relevant to your efforts. Please see the list of relevant agency contacts and links
below.
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INTRODUCTION

The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) is Montana’s source for reliable and objective information
on Montana’s native species and habitats, emphasizing those of conservation concern. MTNHP was created by
the Montana legislature in 1983 as part of the Natural Resource Information System (NRIS) at the Montana
State Library (MSL). MTNHP is “a program of information acquisition, storage, and retrieval for data relating
to the flora, fauna, and biological community types of Montana” (MCA 90-15-102). MTNHP’s activities are
guided by statute (MCA 90-15) as well as through ongoing interaction with, and feedback from, principal data
source agencies such as Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality,
the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, the Montana University System, the US
Forest Service, and the US Bureau of Land Management. The enabling legislation for MTNHP provides the
State Library with the option to contract the operation of the Program. Since 2006, MTNHP has been operated
as a program under the Office of the Vice President for Research and Creative Scholarship at the University of
Montana (UM) through a renewable 2-year contract with the MSL. Since the first staff was hired in 1985, the
Program has logged a long record of success, and developed into a highly respected, service-oriented program.
MTNHP is widely recognized as one of the most advanced and effective of over 80 natural heritage programs
throughout the western hemisphere.

VISION

Our vision is that public agencies, the private sector, the education sector, and the general public will trust and
rely upon MTNHP as the source for information and expertise on Montana’s species and habitats, especially
those of conservation concern. We strive to provide easy access to our information in order for users to save
time and money, speed environmental reviews, and inform decision making.

CORE VALUES
e We endeavor to be a single statewide source of accurate and up-to-date information on Montana’s plants,
animals, and aquatic and terrestrial biological communities.
e We actively listen to our data users and work responsively to meet their information and training needs.
e We strive to provide neutral, trusted, timely, and equitable service to all of our information users.
* We make every effort to be transparent to our data users in setting work priorities and providing data
products.

CONFIDENTIALITY
All information requests made to the Montana Natural Heritage Program are considered library records and are
protected from disclosure by the Montana Library Records Confidentiality Act (MCA 22-1-11).

INFORMATION MANAGED

Information managed at the Montana Natural Heritage Program includes: (1) lists of, and basic information on,
plant and animal species and biological communities; (2) plant and animal surveys, observations, species
occurrences, predictive distribution models, range polygons, and conservation status ranks; and (3) land cover
and wetland and riparian mapping and the conservation status of these and other biological communities.



Data Use Terms and Conditions

Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) products and services are based on biological data and the
objective interpretation of those data by professional scientists. MTNHP does not advocate any particular
philosophy of natural resource protection, management, development, or public policy.

MTNHP has no natural resource management or regulatory authority. Products, statements, and services
from MTNHP are intended to inform parties as to the state of scientific knowledge about certain natural
resources, and to further develop that knowledge. The information is not intended as natural resource
management guidelines or prescriptions or a determination of environmental impacts. MTNHP recommends
consultation with appropriate state, federal, and tribal resource management agencies and authorities in the
area where your project is located.

Information on the status and spatial distribution of biological resources produced by MTNHP are intended
to inform parties of the state-wide status, known occurrence, or the likelihood of the presence of those
resources. These products are not intended to substitute for field-collected data, nor are they intended
to be the sole basis for natural resource management decisions.

MTNHP does not portray its data as exhaustive or comprehensive inventories of rare species or biological
communities. Field verification of the absence or presence of sensitive species and biological
communities will always be an important obligation of users of our data.

MTNHP responds equally to all requests for products and services, regardless of the purpose or identity of
the requester.

Because MTNHP constantly updates and revises its databases with new data and information, products will
become outdated over time. Interested parties are encouraged to obtain the most current information possible
from MTNHP, rather than using older products. We add, delete, and change records on a daily basis.
Consequently, we strongly advise that you update your MTNHP data sets at a minimum of every three
months for most applications of our information.

MTNHP data require a certain degree of biological expertise for proper analysis, interpretation, and
application. Our staff is available to advise you on questions regarding the interpretation or appropriate use
of the data that we provide. Contact information for MTNHP staff is posted at: http://mtnhp.org/contact.asp

The information provided to you by MTNHP may include sensitive data that if publicly released might
jeopardize the welfare of threatened, endangered, or sensitive species or biological communities. This
information is intended for distribution or use only within your department, agency, or business.
Subcontractors may have access to the data during the course of any given project, but should not be given a
copy for their use on subsequent, unrelated work.

MTNHP data are made freely available. Duplication of hard-copy or digital MTNHP products with the intent
to sell is prohibited without written consent by MTNHP. Should you be asked by individuals outside your
organization for the type of data that we provide, please refer them to MTNHP.

MTNHP and appropriate staff members should be appropriately acknowledged as an information source in
any third-party product involving MTNHP data, reports, papers, publications, or in maps that incorporate
MTNHP graphic elements.

Sources of our data include museum specimens, published and unpublished scientific literature, field surveys
by state and federal agencies and private contractors, and reports from knowledgeable individuals. MTNHP
actively solicits and encourages additions, corrections and updates, new observations or collections, and
comments on any of the data we provide.

MTNHP staff and contractors do not cross or survey privately-owned lands without express permission from
the landowner. However, the program cannot guarantee that information provided to us by others was
obtained under adherence to this policy.



Suggested Contacts for State & Federal Natural Resource Agencies

As required by Montana statute (MCA 90-15), the Montana Natural Heritage Program works with state, federal,
tribal, nongovernmental organizations, and private partners to ensure that the latest animal and plant distribution
and status information is incorporated into our databases so that it can be used to inform a variety of planning
processes and management decisions. In addition to the information you receive from us, we encourage you to
contact state, federal, and tribal resource management agencies in the area where your project is located. They
may have additional data or management guidelines relevant to your efforts. In particular, we encourage you to
contact the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks for the latest data and management information
regarding hunted and high profile management species and to use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Information Planning and Conservation (IPAC) website http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ regarding U.S. Endangered
Species Act listed Threatened, Endangered, or Candidate species.

For your convenience, we have compiled a list of relevant agency contacts and links below:

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

Fish Species Zachary Shattuck zshattuck@mt.gov (406) 444-1231
Or
Lee Nelson (406) leenelson@mt.gov (406) 444-2447

American Bison
Black-footed Ferret
Black-tailed Prairie Dog
Bald Eagle

Golden Eagle Lauri Hanauska-Brown LHanauska-Brown@mt.gov (406) 444-5209
Common Loon
Least Tern
Piping Plover
Whooping Crane

Grizzly Bear
Greater Sage Grouse
Trumpeter Swan John Vore jvore @mt.gov (406) 444-5209
Big Game

Upland Game Birds
Furbearers

Managed Terrestrial Game Adam Messer —- MFWP Data Analyst
and Nongame Animal Data (406) 444-0095, amesser@mt.gov

Fisheries Data Bill Daigle - MFWP Fish Data Manager
(406) 444-3737, bdaigle @mt.gov
Wildlife and Fisheries http://fwp.mt.gov/doingBusiness/licenses/scientificWildlife/default.html
Scientific Collector’s Merissa Hayes for Wildlife (406) 444-7321 merhayes @mt.gov
Permits Beth Giddings for Fisheries (406) 444-7319 begiddings @mt.gov
Fish and Wildlife Renee Lemon RLemon@mt.gov (406) 444-3738) and see:
Recommendations for http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/living WithWildlife/buildingWithWildlife/subdivisio
Subdivision Development nRecommendations/
Regional Contacts Region 1 (Kalispell)  (406) 752-5501
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Region 2 (Missoula) (406) 542-5500
Region 3 (Bozeman) (406) 994-4042
Region 4 (Great Falls) (406) 454-5840
p § Region 5 (Billings) (406) 247-2940
Region 6 (Glasgow)  (406) 228-3700
Region 7 (Miles City) (406) 234-0900




United States Fish and Wildlife Service:
Information Planning and Conservation (IPAC) website: http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/

Montana Ecological Services Field Office: http://www.fws.gov/montanafieldoffice/ (406) 449-5225

Bureau of Land Management

Montana Field Office Contacts: Billings: (406) 896-5013
Butte: (406) 533-7600
Dillon: (406) 683-8000
Glasgow: (406) 228-3750
Havre: (406) 262-2820
Lewistown: (406) 538-1900
Malta: (406) 654-5100
Miles City: (406) 233-2800
Missoula: (406) 329-3914

United States Forest Service
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Regional Office — Missoula, Montana Contacts

Wildlife Program Leader: Tammy Fletcher tammyfletcher@fs.fed.us
Wildlife Ecologist: Cara Staab cstaab@fs.fed.us

Fish Program Leader: Scott Spaulding scottspaulding@fs.fed.us
Fish Ecologist: Cameron Thomas cathomas@fs.fed.us

TES Program: Lydia Allen Irallen@fs.fed.us
Interagency Grizzly Bear Coordinator: Scott Jackson sjackson03 @fs.fed.us

Regional Botanist: Steve Shelly sshelly@fs.fed.us

(406) 329-3588
(406) 329-3677
(406) 329-3287
(406) 329-3087
(406) 329-3558
(406) 329-3664
(406) 329-3041






